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1. A request for continued examination under 3 7 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 3 7 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/13/06 has been entered. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 9/13/06 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

After carefully reviewing amended claims, the examiner 
notes that the Ohmori and Watanabe references are still applied 
with new interpretations. 

Applicants argue: 

1) With regard to claim 1, "Watanabe only teaches 
displaying images in groups based on where they are stored and 
putting the information on where the group of images are stored 
in the title bar of the window containing the group of images. 
Ohmori is silent with regard to displaying information 
indicating where an image is stored. Thus, Ohmori and Watanabe 
fail to disclose, teach, or otherwise suggest displaying with 
each image information about where the corresponding image data 
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is stored." In response to the arguments, the examiner notes 
that the Watanabe reference displays icon 38 (camera memory) and 
icon 32 (auxiliary memory) as shown in Fig. 8; where each memory 
icon is displayed adjacent to images of camera memory 38 or 
auxiliary memory 32. The examiner understands the differences 
between the invention and the prior art; however, claims are 
broad enough to read on it . 

2) With regard to claim 5, Watanabe teaches that 

images stored on separate storage media are to be segregated and 
displayed in distinct groups. See Fig. 5. Ohmori is silent with 
regard to displaying images based on image data from multiple 
storage media. In response to the arguments, the examiner notes 
that group images of window 3 9 and window 34 are simultaneously 
displayed. 

3) Claim 10 has been amended to recite, inter alia, a 
display controller that causes the display "to display the 
information that specifies the recording medium from which the 
image data was read adjacent to the image based on the image 
data." In response to the arguments, the examiner notes that 
each image displayed in window 3 9 or window 34 is associated 
with each recording medium 38 or 32. 

4) Claim 11 has been amended to require a camera that is 
operable in first mode for displaying images one at a time and a 
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second mode for displaying images from multiple storage media at 
a the same time so that they are adjacent. In response to the 
arguments the examiner notes that Watanabe et al discloses the 
first mode (Figs. 4 and 5) and second mode (Fig. 8) . 

5) Claim 12 has been amended to recite, inter alia, a step 
of "displaying a first image based on the image data read from 
the first recording medium and a second image based on the image 
data read from the second recording medium, essentially 
simultaneously and adjacent to each other." In response to the 
arguments the examiner notes that Fig. 8 shows the images that 
are displayed simultaneously. 

6) Claim 14 has been amended to recite s display controller 
operable in "a second mode in which two images based on image 
data from different recording media are displayed concurrently 
and adjacent to each other." In response to the arguments the 
examiner notes that Fig. 8 shows at least both images that are 
displayed at the same time. 

7) Claim 18 has been amended to recite "a display 
controller . . . which causes said display to display essentially 
simultaneously, and adjacent to each other, a first image based 
on the image data read from the first recording medium and a 
second image based on the image data read from the second 
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recording medium. " In response to the arguments, the examiner 
notes that Fig. 8 shows both images. 

8) Claim 2 0 has been amended to recite a step of 
"displaying an image based on the determined camera display 
mode, the image data, and information that specifies the 
recording medium from which the image data was read such that an 
image based on the image data is displayed adjacent to the 
information that specifies the recording medium from which the 
image data was read." In response to the arguments, the examiner 
notes that Fig. 8 discloses image data that is displayed 
adjacent to memory icons 38 or 32. 

9) Claim 21 has been amended to recite a step of 
"displaying, responsive to the camera being in the dual image 
display mode, a first image based on the image data read 

from the first recording medium and a second image based on the 
image data read from the second recording medium, essentially 
simultaneously, and adjacent to each other." In response to the 
arguments the examiner notes that Fig. 8 shows dual a display 
mode . 

10) Claim 7 has been amended to recite, inter alia, "a user 
input for selecting a rule from a plurality of rules defining a 
sequence of the images." It is respectfully submitted 
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Ohmori does not disclose a user input for selecting a rule from 
a plurality of rules defining a sequence of the images- Ohmori 
discloses that the user can select an image by operation 
of the advance and reverse buttons, but does not provide any 
disclosure as to the sequence in which the images are displayed 
or how the sequence is determined. In particular, the 
"advance" and "reverse" buttons shown in Fig. 7 are not used to 
select a rule defining a sequence, but only to move to the next 
or previous image in some unspecified sequence. In response to 
the arguments the examiner notes that each time the user 
advancing or reversing displayed images on the LCD, the user 
generates a new sequence of the images in which more images or 
less images are displayed with new procedure or rule. 

11) Claim 13 has been amended to recite, inter alia, a step 
of "accepting a selection of a rule from a plurality of rules 
for ordering a plurality of items of image data stored in two 
or more recording media." In response to the arguments, the 
examiner notes that each time the user advancing or reversing 
displayed images on the LCD, the user generates a new sequence 
of the images in which more images or less images are displayed 
with new procedure or rule. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
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forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 10, 11, 12 and 14-21 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohmori in view of 
Watanabe et al . 

With regard to claim 5, Ohmori discloses in Figs. 7, 8 and 
12, a digital camera that comprises the reader that can read 
image data from first and second recording media (display 
controller 82, receiving control signals from digital camera 12, 
specifically reads image data from image memory 84 or memory 
card 40 so as to display the image data upon a user's selection, 
Col. 4, lines 35-67 and Col. 5, lines 23-29; it is noted that 
accessory module 10 is a part of digital camera 12 since it is 
used as a display monitor for picture taking, Col. 3, lines 63- 
64, Fig. 5, Col. 4, line 41), display (display 28, Col. 4, line 
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45) , except that the display controller causes the display to 
display essentially simultaneously and adjacent to each other a 
first image and second image from the recording media. 

Ohmori does not explicitly disclose any first and second 
images simultaneously to be displayed on display 28. However, 
Watanabe et al teaches using a digital camera system that can 
display information related to each of two recoding mediums 
(icon 3 8 or 37) and images (widows 3 9 and 34) corresponding to 
the recording medium as shown in Figs. 5 and 7, col. 5, lines 1- 
21) . As a result of displaying the image information and 
location of the images, a user easily determines where each of 
images is stored and thereby to easily control file management. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
display controller 82 of the Ohmori camera as the same fashion 
as disclosed by Watanabe et al so as to obtain a display 
controller that causes display 2 8 display simultaneously a first 
and second images in memories 128 or 38 and information related 
to recording medium corresponding to the images. That is because 
the display of two images simultaneously and its location would 
allow a user to select and observe different images in different 
recording medium and thereby to easily select a desired image to 
erase, transfer or store. 
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Claim 6 recites what was-discussed with respect to claim 5. 
It should be noted that the icons 38 and 32 on display 12 of 
Watanabe et al indicate which recording medium the images is 
stored therein. 

With regard to claim 10, claim 10 recites what was 
previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

With regard to claim 11, claim 11 discloses the same 
subject matter as discussed with respect to claim 5, 
Furthermore, Ohmori discloses in Figs. 7, 8 and 12, a digital 
camera that comprises the determining an operational mode of the 
camera; in a first operational mode: reading image data from one 
of two or more recording media; and displaying an image based on 
the image data and the information that specifies the recording 
medium from which the image data was read (Watanabe et al 
discloses the first mode in which images of a memory are 
displayed as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, col. 5, lines 1-31); and in 
a second operational mode: reading first and second image data 
from respectively first and second ones of the two or more 
recording media; and displaying first and second images based 
respectively on the first and second image data, such that the 
first and second images are adjacent (Fig. 8 shows images of two 
memories are shown, col. 7, lines 1-29). 
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Claim 12 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

5 . 

With regard to claim 1, claim 1 recites what was discussed 
with respect to claim 5; where Watanabe et al discloses 
displaying each of images adjacent to its associated location . 

With regard to claim 2, Watanabe discloses the indicia 
(icons 38 and 32) . 

With regard to claim 3, Ohmori discloses in Fig. 12, a 
digital camera that comprises the two card slots (Ohmori 
discloses in Fig, 12, that unit 18 of module 10 can be modified 
so as to accept a second card slot 118, col. 6, lines 40-41). 
With regard to claim 4, Watanabe teaches the information 
that specifies the recording medium (icon 32 or 38) . 

Claim 14 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 
11. It should be noted that Ohmori discloses the body (camera 
housing 12) . 

Claims 15-17 recites what was discussed with respect to 
claims 2-4. 

Claims 18 and 19 recite what .was discussed with respect to 
claims 5 and 6. Noted that Ohmori discloses the body (camera 
housing 12) . 

Claims 20 and 21 recite what was previously discussed with 
respect to claims 1 and 5 . 
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4. This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that 
was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 7-9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ohmori (US 5,790,193). 
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With regard to claim 7, Ohmori discloses in Figs. 7, 8 and 
12, a digital camera that comprises the reader (display 
controller 82, receiving control signals from digital camera 12, 
specifically read image data from image memory 84 or memory card 
40 so as to display the image data upon a user's selection, col. 
4, lines 35-67 and col. 5, lines 23-29; it is noted that 
accessory module 10 is a part of digital camera 12 since it is 
used as a display monitor for picture taking, col. 3, lines 63- 
64, Fig. 5, col. 4, line 41), a user input for selecting a rule 
from a plurality of rules defining a sequence of the images 
(Advance or reverse buttons is used to select a particular 
sequence of images,* where the buttons generates a plurality of 
rules by advancing or reversing images), display (display 28, 
col. 4, line 45), display controller that, by handling a 
plurality of items of image data recorded in the two recording 
media in sequence based on a prescribed rule (display controller 
82 reads image data from memories 84 or 40 so as to display the 
image data on display 28; the user specifies an image stored in 
memories 84, or 40 to be displayed by using buttons "Advance" 3 0 
or "Reverse" 32, col. 5, lines 60-67) and causes the display to 
sequentially display the plurality of images in accordance with 
the sequence (since the user can specify image data stored in 
memories 84 or 40 to be displayed, the user can selects to 
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display the image data in the above sequence such as image data 
of memory 40 is first selected and the one in memory 84 is 
secondly selected) . 

With regard to claim 8, Ohmori discloses ascending or 
descending order (buttons 3 0 or 32) . 

With regard to claim 9, Ohmori discloses ascending or 
descending order (buttons 3 0 or 32 is used to advance or reverse 
images stores in the memories; it is noted that there is 
inherently an indication that a user can identify at which 
memory the image is displayed) . 

With regard to claim 13, Furthermore, Ohmori discloses in 
Fig. 10A, an image display method that comprises the steps of 
Accepting a selection of rules from a plurality of rules for 
ordering a plurality of items of image data stored in two 
recording media (button 3 0 or 32 advances or reverses image 
sequences and inherently generates a plurality of rules to 
change the sequences, col, 5, lines 60-67 and col. 6, lines 1- 
17) , displaying an image (display controller 82 displays the 
selected image) , accepting a destination to display either a 
next image or a prior image (Advance button 3 0 or Reverse button 
32 generates a specific rule so that the display controller 
displays nest images or prior images) , an displaying (monitor 28 
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displays a next or prior image in accordance with the signals 
from controller 82) . 

6. This Office action is not made Final because of new grounds 
of rejection. 

7 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Nishi (US 6,249,313) discloses an electronic camera that 
includes a display in which the display shows a frame associated 
with a memory being transferred. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, David Ometz can 
be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(572) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Customer Service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600- 
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